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CHAPTER XXXI.
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
first question which comes before us when
J[ considering the government of India is, What
right have we to govern it ? For an answer to this ques-
tion we must betake ourselves to the history of our con-
nexion with India. This history cannot have for us
the interest and fascination of the history of our own
country; but it has strong claims on us as the subjects
of the British Crown, contains much that deserves and
repays .perusal, and must be known by us in order to the
right understanding of the position we have obtained
My reading of Indian history leads me to the con-
clusion that in all likelihood we should never have been
rulers in India had we not been grievously injured as
traders, in violation of rights accorded to us by the
native powers. All know the story of the black hole of
Calcutta, which led to our waging war on the Nawab.
We had previously fought with the French and French
allies in the south, we had contended with other
European rivals* but our rule began with the victory of
Plassey. After that victory our only alternative was
either to leave the country altogether, or to go on con-
quering till we should become the supreme power over
the whole of the continent. If we had retired from the